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The Honorable Michael .I . Kussman
Under Secretary for Health
Department of  Veterans Affairs
810 Vermont Avenue, NW
Wash ing ton ,  D .C .  20420

Dear  Dr .  Kussman,

f remain concerned about the recent developments at the
Tennessee Val ley Healthcare System regarding the discovery of
t,he use of an improper val-ve in their endoscopic equipment. I
underst,and the VA is contacting over 5 , 0 0 0 veterans about t,heir
possibl-e exposure to bacter ia fol lowing a colonoscopy at the
Alvin York campus and has offered to provide an exam and blood
t e s t .

As soon as t ,he inf  ormat ion is avai labl-e,  please provide me
a report on the number of veterans who were contacted, how many
of them responded by scheduling an exam and bl-ood test, and the
number of  those tested who were bel- ieved to have contracted a
d isease as a  resu l t  o f  the procedure.  In  add i t ion ,  i f  the
let ter was returned due to an incorrect address, I  would l - ike to
know how that veLeran might be not i f ied.

I  appreciate your work on behalf  of  our veterans.

www.house.gov/bart

ce re  I

B,JG/ sg


